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CLIL   To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

Paris, 2d March, 1870

Poor dear friend, your troubles distress me, you have too
many blows in quick succession, and I am going away Saturday
morning leaving you in the midst of all these sorrows! Do
you want to come to Nohant with me, for a change of air, even
if only for two or three days? I have a compartment, we
should be alone and my carriage is waiting for me at Chateau-
roux. You could be sad without constraint at our house, we
also have mourning in the family. A change of lodging, of
faces, of habits, sometimes does physical good. One does not
forget one's sorrow, but one forces one*s body to endure it.

I embrace you with all my soul. A word and I expect you.
Wednesday evening.

CLUE.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

Nohant, 11 March, 1870

How are you, my poor child? I am glad to be here in the
midst of my darling family, but I am unhappy all the same at
having left you melancholy, ill and upset. Send me news, a
word at least, and be assured that we all are unhappy over your
troubles and sufferings.

G. Sand

CLIV.    To GEORGE SAND

17 March, 1870
Dear master,

I received a telegram yesterday evening from Madame
Cornu containing these words: "Come to me, urgent business/*
I therefore hurried to her today, and here is the story.
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